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President’s Report 
By Hank Ebbelaar 

 

A few days ago, I received a letter from one of our long time members letting me 
know it has been quite a while since we have had a bulletin. I am aware of that 
so here goes.  The 2013 National was in Vancouver, WA.  The Helmets were the 
largest breed of pigeons there with 317 birds.  We had 19 members showing 
birds.  We had birds from Florida, Southern California, British Columbia, Canada 
and the usual members from Utah, Oregon, Washington, Pennsylvania, & the 
Midwest.  Good job guys.  

Gary Parsons did an outstanding job judging all varieties.  I was supposed to 
judge the P/H's but I was so sick I spent a lot of time in bed at our motel.  I just 
did not feel well enough to try and pass judgment on some ones birds that 
day.  Sorry guys. In fact a couple of my close friends wanted to take me for 
medical treatment.  So unfortunately Gary had to judge all the birds which took 
longer than expected.  So we did not have time for our annual meeting.  We did 
have a lively discussion on condensing the AHA constitution.  By the way, I heard 
that some folks think that the "Western boys" want to change things.  That is not 
so.  There were a number of people involved, but the fellow in the lead was from 
the east coast.  We passed out the proposal to all the members present.  I have 
asked our secretary to send a copy to our board of directors to vote on the 
proposal.  If they approve it, it will go out to the membership, like our present 
constitution directs.  If they don't approve it then it is a moot point.  

According to our present constitution we have to get names of people that are 
willing to judge at the National.  Then we can vote on the in August.  So please 
submit your name or someone you would recommend for the judging at the 
national.  The next National will be in Oklahoma. 

I want to personally thank everyone for their support of our hobby and all who 
help with the national.  You all did an outstanding job.  We also had a very good 
W/S in California.  The show results are in this bulletin.  Some folks had a very 
good breeding season and some not so good so here we are.  That's all for this 
time.  

Hank 

Get Your Bulletin By E-mail 
If you want to get your AHA bulletin by email send your correct email address to 
me at grabliven@yahoo.com and be sure to put AHA e-bulletin in the subject 
line. 
 

Helmet Happenings 

mailto:grabliven@yahoo.com
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Necessary Changes 
By Bob Bollinger 
 
The AHA is one of the most organized and well planned specialty clubs in the NPA.  The club rules are well documented 
with clear intentions set out in the preamble of all the documents.  Lately we have found that there are a few gaps in 
consistency but realistically the AHA guiding principles are sound and well understood.  There has been much debate 
about potential clarifying rule changes.  This may be helpful but I would suggest that the club look even broader at the 
club rules and structure.  If changes are made, go big and do it once and be done with it.  In reviewing and digitizing the 
AHA documents I saw a consistent theme of minor changes sporadically over the years.  While these changes were 
generally well intentioned, it seems that the piece meal nature of the changes lead to ambiguities which are the subject 
of recent discussions.  Also consider club structure, do we really need out long list of Directors and Officers?  The current 
officer list has 22 officer positions.  If all the offices were filled, at current membership levels, approximately 1 in every 4 
members would be an officer.  That is a top heavy organization.  Maybe it would be better to just have the sectional VP’s 
versus a lot of directors?  There could be other options, but I think the club would be far more nimble, decisive, and 
action oriented with less positions.  The people in key roles could be expected to work hard, get things done, and then 
rotate out to share the work load.  Next I think about show reports.  The system has worked well in the past but let’s 
face it, you need to use a computer or be a mathematician to calculate points.  Then copy your form in triplicate and 
send it to 3 different people.  Is it any wonder that few reports are completed?  I suggest the forms could be simplified, 
set out a fixed amount of points for district, sectional, and national meets.  If a threshold of exhibitors and birds are met, 
then the points are a given.  Yes, I know that in theory our math was intended to reward bird count, number of 
exhibitors and etc.  However in today’s word, I am not really sure those incentives are producing birds at the shows.  
Maybe have the forms sent just to the bulletin editor or website where the secretary, point’s director and others can 
pull from the bulletin or download what they need.  There have been recent discussions about people’s behavior.  
Maybe a code of conduct section could be added to set out expectations for all members.  I’m sure there are other 
things that can be addressed as well.  The AHA Constitution, By-Laws and Master Breeder program fill 20 pages, not 
counting several pages of records of revisions.  Maybe there is just too much overhead in the system.  My suggestion 
would be for a committee to look at the breadth of club rules and trim them down.  Very simple very clear “bullet point 
rules” could be created that maintain the intent and principles that have served the AHA very well over the last 50 years.  
In today’s realities, I think simplicity and clarity are king.  If you address rule changes be comprehensive, clear, and short. 
 

Secretary’s Report 
I’ve heard complaints about the frequency of the bulletin and the amount of content in them.  Guess what people, if you 
don’t send anything in, we don’t have anything to send out.  Am I supposed to send a 2 page document out, one page 
being the financial report and the other being the join the AHA Form?  I also don’t want to hear how things were so 
great in the 70’s and how it has declined since then.  Guess what, I was born in the 70’s and had nothing to do with the 
decline, the numbers are higher today than when I took the job.  If you aren’t going to help be part of the solution then 
you don’t get to complain about it.  I’ve had it with this club; all the whining and acting like children without anyone 
wanting to step up and provide ideas on how we can make things better.  I’m sick of being expected to do everything in 
this club, I didn’t sign up for the bulletin editor job and I wasn’t voted in, so don’t expect me to do the work of that 
position.  I’ve been doing my job according to the task list, if you don’t like it then step up and do it yourself.   
 

New Members 
Eddie Ah Chong - Kaha Lu’u, HI  Armando Villanueve - Simi Valley, CA Andrew Miles – New Wilmington, PA 
Bruce Southern – Logan Lake, BC Dan Ross – Lincoln, NE   Errol Miller – Jeromesville, OH 
 

Members past due 
Emily Alvarez, James Bean, Bill Beaver, Bob Bollinger, Joyce Cap, Stephen Combs, Phil DeCarlo, Bob Dunlap, Chet 
Edmunds, Nelson Eylander, Bill Fox, Bill Harnett, John Heppner, James Jensen, Donna Johnston, Kenyon Jorgenson, 
Leonard Kuzminski, Aaron Lorton, Pablo Diaz Menindez, Paul McRae, Carl Newman Family, Leonard Patito, Steve Petitto, 
Richard Ronevich, Otto Schenck, Mike Seiler, Jim Shackleton, Ernie Silveri, Jeffrey Simpson, & Danny Urban. 
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Members whose membership will expire before the next bulletin 
 Victor Cardillo, Pavel Lutsenko, Lee Pittman, Antonio Rodrigues. 
 

Oct 2012 - Jul 2013 FINANCIAL REPORT 

   
INCOME 

  
DUES 

 
$710.00 

BANDS & Registration 
 

$954.00 

BAND POSTAGE 
 

$72.00 

SHIRTS, CAPS, PINS, PATCH 
 

$0.00 

 NATIONAL AUCTION  
 

$159.75 

NATIONAL SHOW REBATE 
 

$388.75 

DONATIONS 
 

$2.00 

Futurity 
 

$25.00 

TOTAL INCOME 
 

$2,311.50 

   
EXPENSES 

  
BULLETIN PRINTING 

 
$13.92 

BULLETIN POSTAGE 
 

$29.85 

POSTAGE 
 

$104.55 

SUPPLIES 
 

$53.81 

2012 NATIONAL AWARDS 
 

$350.00 

SHIPPING 
 

$0.00 

NATIONAL AD 
 

$0.00 

NATIONAL AUCTION 
 

$0.00 

WEB SITES 
 

$200.00 

2013 BANDS 
 

$960.00 

STAMPS 
 

$0.00 

2013 NPA DUES 
 

$20.00 

CHECKS 
 

$13.00 

Futurity 
 

$117.50 

TOTAL EXPENSES 
 

$1,862.63 

Adjustment 
 

-$26.00 

  TOTALS 
  

Oct 2012 STARTING BALANCE 
 

$1,550.68 

OCT 2012 - JUN 2013 INCOME 
 

$2,311.50 

                                TOTAL 
 

$3,862.18 

OCT 2012 - JUN 2013 EXPENSES $1,888.63 

JUN 2013 ENDING BALANCE 
 

$1,973.55 
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District 1 Report 
By K. Mike LaCom 
 
As you can see in the show reports we had another good turnout of exhibitors and Helmets for this year’s Western 
Sectional in California.  The numbers were good enough to have a point show in SFC, MFPH and MFC!  Congratulations 
to Leonard Patito with the Champion MFC and Dennis Manning with the Champion MFPH and SFC.  Thank you to all that 
attended and especially Hank Ebbelaar for judging all varieties.  In addition I would like to welcome Al Chong (Hawaii) 
and Armando Villanueva (Calif) to the AHA.  We look forward to seeing what you raise for the next show season. 
 
The 2013 breeding season is off to fair start in this part of the country.  Like most of you we started in earnest after the 
National.  We all like to have those early hatches but even in California that can be difficult to accomplish.  Starting a 
month after the National has worked well for me and seemingly for the birds.  More daylight, more fertile eggs and 
hopefully warmer weather = more young.  All the better for having another great Pageant!  The show dates for this 
year’s Pageant are NOT set at this time.  It will be in Nov. and in San Bernardino.  However, it will be either one week or 
two weeks before Thanksgiving depending on which hall the club decides to rent.   
 
Raise a Champion! 

 

2012 Pageant 
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AHA Show Report  
 
 Show / Club: Medium Face Crested The Pageant of Pigeons 
Location: San Bernardino,Calif. 
Date: Nov. 16th, 2012 
Judge: H. Ebbelaar 
District Director: K.M. LaCom 
1 Event: District: 
Number Shown: 81 Total in Event: 118 
Number Exhibitors: 13 Number Districts: 4 
Place Band Color Class Exhibitor / 

Breeder 
Points 

1 1263 Blue OH L. Patito 50.75 

2 1909 Yellow OC M. LaCom 38.06 

3 1413 Yellow OH M. LaCom 30.45 

4 1431 Red OC M. LaCom 25.38 

5 2042 Yellow YC M. LaCom 20.30 

6 1905 Red YH D. Bray 15.23 

7 566 Black YC C. Edmunds 12.69 

8 2035 Yellow YH M. LaCom 10.15 

9 2304 Red YC M. Crawford 7.61 

10 734 Ash Red OC D. Bray 5.08 

11 608 Blue YC L. Patito 2.54 

12 822 Black OC J. Heppner 2.03 

13 1505 Red OH M. Crawford 1.52 

14 2040 Dun YC M. LaCom 1.52 

15 3397 Blue OC L. Patito 1.52 

16 378 Dun OC C. Edmunds 1.52 

17 611 Black YH L. Patito 1.52 

18 1010 Black OH J. Garus 1.52 

19 621 Blue YH L. Patito 1.52  

- - -  - - -  - - -  - - -  - - -  - - - 
Districts: Exhibitors: Districts: Exhibitors: 
2 J. Pace 1 D.Bray 
2 Z. Ferrell 1 D. Manning  
2 J. DeCarlo Jr. 1 J. Garus 
7 J. Heppner 1 M. Crawford 
8 C. Edmunds 1 S. Mitchell 
1  M. LaCom 1 B. McCormick 
1 L. Patito 
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AHA Show Report  
 
 Show / Club: Medium Face Plainhead The Pageant of Pigeons 
Location: San Bernardino, Calif 
Date: Nov. 16th, 2012 
Judge: H. Ebbelaar  
District Director: K.M.LAcom 
1 Event: Sectional District: 
Number Shown: 118 Total in Event: 20 
Number Exhibitors: 6 Number Districts: 4 
Place Band Color Class Exhibitor / 

Breeder 
Points 

1 1950 Yellow OH D. Manning 32.00 

2 12 Yellow YC D. Manning 24.00 

3 30 Dun YH D. Manning 19.20 

4 618 Blue YC L.Patito 16.00 

5 3383 Yellow OC L.Patito 12.80 

6 622 Blue OH L.Patito 9.60 

7 620 Blue YH L.Patito 8.00 

8 626 Dun OH L.Patito 6.40 

9 741 Red OC D. Bray 4.80 

10 46 Yellow YH D. Manning 3.20 

11 2239 Red OH D. Manning 1.60 

12 1261 Blue OC L.Patito 1.28 

13 44 Silver YH D. Manning 0.96 

14 1938 Red YH D. Bray 0.96 

15 2500 Black YC S. Mitchell 0.96 

16 368 Black OC C. Edmunds 0.96 

17 2641 Silver OC L. Patito 0.96  

- - -  - - -  - - -  - - -  - - -  - - - 
Districts: Exhibitors: Districts: Exhibitors: 
2 D,Bray 
2 D. Manning 
8 S. Mitchell 
1 C. Edmunds 
1 L. Patito 
7 M. Crawford 
 

Bulletin Editor’s Report 
By Jim Garus 
 
It’s been a while since the last bulletin.  The secretary and bulletin publishing is in Greg’s hands.  He does the best he can 
do with the info received.  Yes we have overdue show reports, but it’s nice to add a few pages of current events going on 
in Districts or one’s loft.  Due to a couple factors at our National we did not have time for our yearly meeting #1 being a 
bunch of us were sick and #2 A good thing we had 317 birds judged by one person, as always Gary Parsons does a great 
job.  We did get a last minute chat about having some changes in the club.  Once again Bob B did a great job at looking 
after the AHA.  Read Bob’s proposal and let’s get it rolling through the proper channels.  We have very little help, care or 
interest at this time in our club.  Let’s simplify it and see how it goes.  This is the AHA not the Eastern or Western Helmet 
Club all need to voice their opinion by voting.  As a member I want to thank the East Coast guys & Midwest for 
supporting the Western Shows, Mike Crawford, Johnny Raposo, Bob Lien, Tony Patti, Danny Revolinski, and anyone I 
may have missed.  This makes a good American Club.  Congrats to Otto & Johnny on their Champ & Reserve wins at the 
National.  It’s tough competition and as I view the different studs it can be anyone in the winner’s circle, so a win is a 
great feat.  Looking forward to seeing you at the shows this Fall. 
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 AHA Show Report  
 
 Show / Club: Short Face Crested The Pageant of Pigeons 
Location: San Bernardino, Calif. 
Date: Nov. 16th, 2012 
Judge: H. Ebbelaar  
District Director: K.M. LaCom 
1 Event: District: 
Number Shown: 15 Total in Event: 118 
Number Exhibitors: 4 Number Districts: 2 
Place Band Color Class Exhibitor / 

Breeder 
Points 

1 2298 Red OC D. Manning 27.75 

2 1951 Red YH D. Bray 20.81 

3 2270 Black OC D. Manning 16.65 

4 1875 Red OH D. Bray 13.88 

5 1864 Yellow OH D. Bray 11.10 

6 951 Black YC J. Pace 8.33 

7 223 Blue YH D. Manning 6.94  

- - -  - - -  - - -  - - -  - - -  - - - 
Districts: Exhibitors: Districts: Exhibitors: 
1 Z. Kuna 
1 J. Pace 
2 D. Manning 
2 D. Bray 

 

 AHA Show Report  
 
 Show / Club: Short Face Plainhead The Pageant of Pigeons 
Location: San Bernardino, Calif. 
Date: Nov. 16th, 2012 
Judge: H. Ebbelaar 
District Director: K.M. LaCom 
1 Event: District: 
Number Shown: 2 Total in Event: 118 
Number Exhibitors: 2 Number Districts: 2 
Place Band Color Class Exhibitor / 

Breeder 
Points 

1 38 Black YC D. Manning  
- - -  - - -  - - -  - - -  - - -  - - - 
Districts: Exhibitors: Districts: Exhibitors: 
1 Z. Kuna 
2 D. Manning 
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Join the AHA! 

www.americanhelmetassn.com 
 

The American Helmet Association is devoted to the promotion, breeding, 
and exhibition of all varieties of helmet pigeons. Whether you've been 

breeding Helmets for years, or if you're just starting out, the AHA is the 
club to belong to! 

 

Order Form for AHA Stuff 
 

Name:   __________________________________ 
Address:  __________________________________ 
City, State ZIP: __________________________________ 
Phone:   __________________________________ 
Email:   __________________________________ 

 

Membership Dues 
 

Adult  $15.00 /yr 
Juniors  $  5.00 /yr 
Family  $20.00 /yr 

 
 

Membership Cost $ _____ 
Number of Years x _____ 
Total Enclosed $ _____ 

 
 

Please note that your membership begins the day you pay 
your dues. Your bulletin address label reflects your current 

membership term. 

 
Plastic Coated Aluminum Band Series 0-2099 
 
 

Bands 
2014 Plastic Coated Aluminum Bands $0.45 each 

Plus $3.00 for postage per order 
 

Number of Bands _____ 
Year     _____ 

(Min. order = 25 bands)  x $0.45 
Please order in increments of 5 (25-30-35 etc.) 

Cost of Bands  $ _____ 
Plus Postage  $ _____ 

                       Total Enclosed  $ _____ 
 

If you want a certain numerical range, get your order in 
early and specify below the range you are requesting. 

 
Series Preferred: ____________ 

 
Alternative Series: ____________ 

 

Send form to: Greg Bliven 
951 SE Academy St. 
Dallas, OR 97338  
503-623-9797 
grabliven@yahoo.com 

 


