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President’s Report 
By Hank Ebbelaar 

First of all I hope all of you had a very nice Thanksgiving Day with your families.  I 
am not much of a composer, so I have not had much to write very often.  I have 
heard over the years, that without a bulletin, you can't have much of a club.  I 
tend to agree with that.  But one person can't put out a bulletin without some 
help from other members.  
 
I received 10 years of APJ, from another pigeon fancier, for which I am very 
grateful.  They were published in the 1970's.  From one of the APJ's I picked out a 
few articles written by the late Fred Smith.  I found them very interesting as 
some of the problems with the club, continue to be problems today.  I have some 
pictures of the bird that won the Western Sectional in 2012 that was held in 
California.  
 
Then we had the Western Sectional in Kennewick, WA this fall.  Two of the birds 
were Medium faced plain head & short faced crested, won champion of both 
shows.  Both birds were owned by Dennis Manning. (Congratulations Dennis).  
Last year I judged the western Sectional and this year Pavel Lutsenko of Canada 
judged the western Sectional.  Pavel is also the district 9 director.  The winner of 
the m/f crested is Mike La Com of California.  He has come a long way with his 
birds.  He has been doing a lot of winning with his birds.  I understand they just 
had a district show in District 1 in California.  Mike had the first 7 birds in the final 
lineup.  Way to go Mike.  
 
A few weeks ago the 9th district had a show. I believe there were just over 100 
birds there.  I judged the show and Pavel Lutsenko had the best MF crested 
Helmet, with a small typey compact hen.  The color was not the best, but good 
enough for the win.  Ernie Silveri had best young m/f plain head with a nice typey 
red young hen.  Dennis Manning had best s/f crested with a red old cock.  Three 
members of the 2nd district showed up in Canada with their birds.  I know that 
years ago Dennis Bray showed up in Canada.  There is some talk about having the 
western Sectional in Canada.  
 
As most of you know the national for 2014 will be in Oklahoma City, OK.  I have 
already purchased my ticket to get there.  It still remains to be seen if I will be 
showing any birds there.  Getting them there is not a problem if you ship by 
mail.  But getting them home again is another matter.  Boxing them up to ship 
them home on Saturday afternoon and get them to your house on Wednesday or 
Thursday is way too long.  The members of the AHA who have been members for
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Many years remember Fred Smith who recently passed away.  Some of us have decided to have a yearly memorial award in 
Fred's name for the best Short faced Crested Helmet at our annual show at the national.  
 
I know this is all about the western part of the country, but I have talked to a couple of guys from the Midwest and back east, 
and I have heard NOTHING back.  Fellow members we can't write anything unless you get in touch with someone.  
 
Till next time.  
Hank 
 

Central VP Report 
By Bob Lien 
 
Come on Spring! 
What a long cold winter we’re having here in Nebraska.  Not a lot of snow, but some of the coldest temps we’ve had in a long 
time.  
 
My wife and I made the trip to the Oklahoma Nationals.  The weather was perfect that week with temps in the 60 you never 
know what you might run into this time of year, but all went well.  There was a nice showing of good quality helmets.  
Congratulations to all the winners and a big thanks to Bob Dunlap for judging the show.  I hope that will encourage him to get 
back into the helmets.   
 
I really enjoyed the time spent with all of the people in the club and especially the great dinner at the Cattlemen’s Steak 
House.  For those of you who know Mr. Garus, there was never a dull moment.  Thanks for keeping us entertained, Mr. Garus.   
 
I’m glad to report we picked up a few new members and looking forward to seeing them at future shows.  Welcome to the 
Helmet club!   
 
I put my birds together the last week of January and have a lot of eggs due to hatch later this week.  Good luck to all this 
breeding season.  Looking forward to seeing everyone at next year’s nationals. 
 
Get Your Bulletin by E-mail 
If you want to get your AHA bulletin by email send your correct email address to me at grabliven@yahoo.com and be sure to 
put AHA e-bulletin in the subject line.   
 
Secretary’s Report 
By Greg Bliven 
 
Another show season down and breeding season started.  I’ve had some birds together since about the beginning of March 
and most already have eggs.  I wasn’t able to make it to the National this year, but hopefully everyone had a good time.  Sorry 
it has taken so long to get everything together and put into the bulletin, but this will be my last time putting it together.  I have 
no problem if someone wants to create the file and send it to me for printing and mailing, but with the secretary job it is just 
too much for me to do the bulletin also.  My wife is in school and that leaves me to take care of the kids after work and I just 
don’t have the time to do it anymore.  So if there are any volunteers let me know.   
New Members 
Josh Prator, TX   
 
Members whose membership will expire before the next bulletin 
 James Bean, Pavel Lutsenko, Errol Miller, Darwin Rettelle, & Dan Ross. 
Members past due 
Emily Alvarez, Bill Beaver, Bob Bollinger, Frank Cantrell, Joyce Cap, Victor Cardillo, Victor Cline, Stephen Combs, Joseph 
Carradino, Mike & Peggy Crook, Phil DeCarlo, Bob Dunlap, Charles Dwight, Hank Ebbelaar, Chet Edmunds, Vic Eshpeter, Nelson 
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Eylander, Betty & Pat Flinn, Bill Fox, Danny Garling, Jim Garus, Galen Goshorn, Bill Henderson, John Heppner, John Hoekstra, 
Bob Jackson Family, Leonard Kuzminski, Aaron Lorton, Giulio Marcoccia, William Martindale, Andrew Miles, Carl Newman 
Family, Jerry Pace, Gary Parsons, Leonard Patito, Don Phy, Lee Pittman, Antonio Rodrigues, Otto Schenck, Danny Urban, 
Armando Villanueve.   
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District 1 Report 
By K. Mike LaCom 
 
Hopefully, everyone enjoyed the past show season as much as I did.  It does seem to ALWAYS go too fast for the amount of 
effort involved.  The only show I did not attend as planned was Hurricane.  However, the Pacific Northwest was special last fall 
for the Sectional, Oklahoma was a first for me, and the California Pageant was wet and cold.   It is hard to imagine that it was 
wet and cold in Nov. as it has been anything but that since!  Maybe the California breeding season will be as “hot” as the 
weather! 
 
I would like to welcome Aubrey Garcia to the AHA.  Aubrey is no stranger to raising pigeons but this is her first try with 
Helmets.  Currently home and pigeons are in the Phoenix, Az. area as she is in her last semester at ASU.  Her hopes are to have 
some young MFC’s at the Ontario National.  Welcome aboard!    
 
Speaking of the next National, the LAPC is hoping to top 10,000 birds which I believe would be one of the largest Nationals... 
remember no Pageant this year.   In talking with many AHA members 300 plus Helmets seems very possible.  I know we will 
have a good judging area ready for your birds and auction.   As always, Leonard, Chet and I look forward to our times together.  
Stay healthy and save some $$ for shipping and travel! 
 
Have a good breeding season! 
Raise a Champion! 
 
Plain heads 
By Dennis Manning 
 
The American Helmet Association Plain Head both medium faced and short faced are not just crestless versions of the crested 
varieties. Often people make that assumption and judge the birds accordingly. That is a mistake and does not add to the 
advancement of the breed. The marking are considerably different as unlike the crested birds the color line needs to go around 
the back of the head in a straight line. If the crested birds had that marking their crests would be half colored. For that reason 
crosses between the two often render plain headed birds that are half capped. A half capped bird is a bird with a marking line 
that ends behind the eye and makes a right angle up and over the top of the head where the crested birds’ color line would be. 
This should always be considered a serious fault as head markings for the Plain head are valued much higher at 14 points than 
those of a crested bird. If you do not have a straight line that runs between the two beak mandibles and straight back to the 
back of the head you do not have a correctly marked Plain head and the point deductions should be less if the marking line is 
at least trying to make a straight line and much greater if the marking line makes right angles and cuts over the top.  
 
 I see this overlooked by judges sometimes and it bothers me greatly. I would rather see leniency for a slightly over marked 
Plain head than a half capped bird.  The standard asks us to apply the standard while viewing the accompanying ideal drawing. 
The ideal drawing shows an entire bird not just a head, standing in show station with its eyes over its feet. That is the view a 
judge should use to determine the line of marking on the head. Some of my competitors show birds with more back skull 
feather than others. I have heard judges after taking those birds in hand remark that the marking line is too far back (over 
marked). That is an incorrect view of the bird. That marking should be judged with the bird in full show station per our 
standard. Often the longer back skull feathered bird’s marking line which may have appeared to be over marked in the hand 
will again appear to be in a straight line when in the show pose.  While I am of the belief that our standard requires less back 
skull than some show today, Standard:  “There should definitely be more front than back skull. Top skull should not be lacking.” 
I don’t like to see birds with more back skull improperly discounted for over mark when that marking is perfectly correct at 
show stance.  
 
The Plain head will tend to accentuate a down set beak more than a crested bird. Without the eye catching crest the head 
shape is more obvious on a Plain head and the beak setting more pronounced. Beak setting does not equally affect both 
crested and plain headed varieties.  The Standard calls for a straight set beak, without it the whole form and station of the 
helmet changes.  I believe that a judge, properly using the standard should have his decision about the overall bird affected by 
the lack of a straight set beak.  Our Standard makes the following point “It is strongly suggested that this Standard be read with 
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the accompanying drawings in view. At times, difficult to explain or understand characteristics are best left to the Ideal 
Drawing”. 

 

 
 
The plain head is required to have a marking line that runs through the mandibles under the eye and around the back of the 
head in a straight line.  A down face effectively wipes out the head marking points which are significant on a Plain head. There 
are 14 points at stake and a down face pretty much takes all 14 away as the line is now up to the eye and then back or down to 
the back skull. The eye points while only 4 are also at risk as eye placement is part of it and that placement is now wrong with 
the down set beak. The 6 beak points are seriously diminished because of course the down set beak is contrary to the 
Standard. 
 
As you can see the head on the Plain head while not altered in the drawing now appears flatter in the front as a result of the 
down set beak. The rise is changed because of the incorrect angle of the beak and many points should be deducted based on 
this. The Plain head carries more head points at 12 than the crested bird so the impact is greater. 
 
Type is also more valuable for a Plain head than it is for a crested bird. The standard pays 17 points to a Plain head as opposed 
to 15 for a crested bird. This requires our judges to consider type more carefully.  Our Plain heads should fit the size box of 8” 
tall X 7 ½” long. They should be 8” high when they are at full station, eyes over the feet.  A crouching bird or a bird standing flat 
footed with its head well forward of its feet but still holds its head at or below 8” is not of correct height or type. The Plain 
head should be round bodied with its wings and tail tips measured from the front of its chest, a full ½” shorter than it is tall. 
That ½” should be obvious to the judge as it can only be obtained when in show stance.  I believe that if a bird is slightly 
shorter or taller than 8”, if it stands with its eyes over its feet up on its toes and appears to be taller than it is long then the 
height measurement is not as serious a deficit.  That bird should get its type points. I believe that if a bird standing with proper 
type blows out over 9” it is clearly just too big and offends the type requirement.   

Standard: “It should be set straight 
with an imaginary line passing 
between the mandibles to the 
bottom of the eye cere and through 
the center of the rosette” 

The picture to the left has obviously 
been altered but only the beak 
setting.   As you can see not just the 
angle of the beak has changed but 
so has the marking line and the eye 
placement.  This I think is a good 
illustration of what happens when 
the beak is down set.  This has a 
greater impact on the Plain head 
points than on the Crested although 
I believe it is detrimental to both. 
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My conclusion is this, Plain heads must be judged differently than crested birds. Our judges need to consider marking with a 
very critical eye as we have placed a lot of value in the standard on marking. Our judges need to be keenly aware of beak 
setting and the impact it has on marking, head and type. Type it can’t be stressed enough. The Plain head should be compared 
to the ideal drawing and our judges should demand that our birds get up on their toes and perform or they should not get the 
type consideration in points.  All of this is of course is only relevant to the competition at any show. We are not rating our 
birds, but rather comparing them, so if none are standing correctly then you will have a winner that does not stand correctly. If 
all are 9” + birds when in their show stance then we will have a champion that is 9” + but if consideration is given correctly to 
the standard and its requirements our judges can drive us all in the right direction. 
 
(Raul Delgado & ) 

 

 
Sarnia 2013 Champion MFPH  (Dennis Manning & John Hoekstra) Sarnia 2013 Champion MFC (Dennis Manning & ) 

NYBS 2013 
Champions 
(On left) 

Sarnia 2013 MFC Champion 
(Below) 
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I’m Back 
By James Jensen 
 

It has been just about two years since I sold all my pigeons preparatory to serving a mission with my wife for 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day Saints.  My wife and I returned home in January, I had surgery on my foot, 
and now it is time for pigeons again.  Many thanks to Steve Mitchell, Mike LaCom, Jim Garus and Leonard Patito for 
helping me to get back into helmets. 
 After raising MFC helmets for several decades and fighting the problems we now have with them, I have 
decided to keep fewer birds and concentrate on one color.  I am going to take on the project of trying to raise 
competitive duns.  Because it is difficult to find a competitive Dun, I have acquired several blacks, a couple of 
yellows and a couple of dun hens to begin the project.  I was delighted to be able to get back three birds that I had 
raised a couple of years ago for this project.  I expect this year to not only raise duns, but blacks, reds and yellows.  
From these I should have a lot of birds carrying dilute and more duns to choose from for next year’s breeding.  I am 
planning to show at the national this year.  It will be fun to see what I can do in a startup year.  I look forward to 
seeing old friends once again.  May I add a challenge to you to try raising some duns to show against me this year?  I 
think this is a neglected color with some inherent challenges.  It will be fun to develop it. 
 It is nice to hear pigeons cooing in the morning as I wake up once again.  I have enjoyed these birds for most 
of my life.  It has also been nice to connect with friends in the hobby. 
 Good luck to you in the breeding pen.  See you at the shows. 
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Oklahoma National 2014 
MFC Muffed Champion  
Bred by Tony Patti 
(On left) 
 
SFC Champion 
Bred by Ziggy Kuna 
(On right) 
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2014 National 
Oklahoma City, OK 
Tony Patti, Don Phy, 
Dennis Manning & 
Bob Dunlap 

2014 National 
MFC Champion 
(Lower left) 

2014 National 
MFPH Champion 
(Lower right) 
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Join the AHA! 
www.americanhelmetassn.com 

 

The American Helmet Association is devoted to the promotion, breeding, and 
exhibition of all varieties of helmet pigeons. Whether you've been breeding 

Helmets for years, or if you're just starting out, the AHA is the club to belong 
to! 

 

Order Form for AHA Stuff 
 

Name:   __________________________________ 
Address:  __________________________________ 
City, State ZIP: __________________________________ 
Phone:   __________________________________ 
Email:   __________________________________ 

 
Membership Dues 

 
Adult  $15.00 /yr 
Juniors  $  5.00 /yr 
Family  $20.00 /yr 

 
 

Membership Cost $ _____ 
Number of Years x _____ 
Total Enclosed $ _____ 

 
 

Please note that your membership begins the day you pay 
your dues. Your bulletin address label reflects your current 

membership term. 
 
Plastic Coated Aluminum Band Series 0-2099 
 
 

Bands 
2014 Plastic Coated Aluminum Bands $0.45 each 

Plus $3.00 for postage per order 
 

Number of Bands _____ 
Year     _____ 

(Min. order = 25 bands)  x $0.45 
Please order in increments of 5 (25-30-35 etc.) 

Cost of Bands  $ _____ 
Plus Postage  $ _____ 

                       Total Enclosed  $ _____ 
 

If you want a certain numerical range, get your order in 
early and specify below the range you are requesting. 

 
Series Preferred: ____________ 

 
Alternative Series: ____________ 

 
Send form to: Greg Bliven 

951 SE Academy St. 
Dallas, OR 97338  
503-623-9797 
grabliven@yahoo.com 
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AHA 
Judge Nominations 

National Show Judges 

MFC:_______________________________ 

MFPH:______________________________ 

SFCR:_______________________________ 

SFPH:_______________________________ 

Muffed:_____________________________ 

Check with the person you are nominating, to make sure they are interested in 
judging, before putting their name on the lines!!!  Thank you. 

Outstanding Member of the Year:__________________________ 

Printed Name:__________________________________________ 

Signed:________________________________________________ 

Return To:   Greg Bliven 
   951 SE Academy St. 
   Dallas, OR 97338 
   grabliven@yahoo.com 
Must be received by June 1 
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 AHA Officer Nominations 
 
President:    ___________________________ 
Secretary/Treasurer:  ___________________________ 
Western Vice President: ___________________________ 
Central Vice President: ___________________________ 
Eastern Vice President: ___________________________ 
District Director: #____ ___________________________ 
Points Director:   ___________________________ 
Publicity Director:  ___________________________ 
Bulletin Editor:   ___________________________ 
 
Please check with the members to make sure they are willing to 
do the job before nominating them.  These nominations must be 
received by July 1 to comply with our Constitution and By-Laws.  
Also if only one name is put down, it is an automatic, so make 
sure you vote for someone who will represent your district or 
region and are active in the club.  Since everything has to go 
through the board of directors, let’s pick officers that will take 
projects on and go to shows.  For District Director, you only vote 
for your District, so put down what District you are in and who 
you want to vote for.  If you don’t know what district you are in, 
leave it blank and I will fill it in for you.   
 
Member Name:  ___________________________ 
 
Signed:    ___________________________ 


